
Songs of Hope Concert Raises Over £4k for Foodbank & NHS 

On 27 June, Croydon SDA Church held its very first on-line fundraising 

concert, themed Songs of Hope, to raise money for two very worthy causes – 

our own Selhurst Community Kitchen and Foodbank and the local hospital, 

Croydon Health Services NHS Trust.  Hosted consummately by Johnny Saul, 

we were treated to a diverse range of outstanding performances from 

singers and instrumentalists from Croydon SDA Church and other churches.  

Throughout the concert, every rendition reminded us that Jesus is our only 

hope for these trying times, and we need to keep holding on and looking 

forward to His soon return. We were also reminded that even where we 

have lost loved ones, we have hope and assurance that one day, if faithful, 

we will see our loved ones again.  If you’d like some daily sources of hope 

and encouragement, check out our weekly devotionals or monthly 

inspirational calendar filled with daily actions you can take to help give you 

peace of mind, cultivate a positive attitude, and so much more. 

Over 1,000 people tuned in live to the concert, and just over £4,000 was 

raised in total!  To God be the glory!  The funds will be used to provide food 

and other supplies to our Selhurst Community Kitchen and Food Bank, 

which is now helping to feed well over 100 people every Tuesday 

evening.  When presented with a cheque for £2,000, Donnette Brown 

(Community Services leader) said, 

“We’ve increased the number of people we’re serving hot meals to, 

including the number of food parcels delivered, so we are very thankful that 

you put this concert together. This donation can help us to meet the needs 

of the community.”  

Donnette Brown (Community Services Leader) 

https://www.croydonadventist.org/community-kitchen/
https://www.croydonadventist.org/devotionals/
https://www.croydonadventist.org/monthly-inspiration-calendars/
https://www.croydonadventist.org/monthly-inspiration-calendars/
https://www.croydonadventist.org/community-kitchen/


•  

•  

Foodbank Team receive a cheque from Pastor Alex Mareniuc and Doriel Benjamin (Music Committee 

leader) 



A donation of £2,000 was also made to our local hospital, Croydon Health 

Services NHS Trust. Chief Executive, Matthew Kershaw said, 

“It’s fantastic that the churches have come and supported us in this 

way.  We’ve obviously been working very hard to support the local people 

through the Coronavirus pandemic and the population has been fantastic in 

supporting us and looking after the staff so that our staff can look after the 

patients. Thank you so much for the donation. We will put it towards some 

funds to provide some care and support to some of our staff through some 

improved staff facilities. We’ll be doing that over the next few days.” 

Croydon NHS Chief Executive, Matthew Kershaw 

Pastor Royston Smith asked the hospital’s chaplain, Reverend Andy if there 

was any practical help that the church can provide. Reverend Andy 

explained that, 

“We are always looking for volunteers and will be doing a new volunteers 

programme for people to come and train to be chaplains in the hospital and 

those details will go out shortly. If there are people that have got time and 

could come and volunteer to be one of the chaplains, that will be fantastic. 

Thank you for your donation and for working with us in these tragic 

circumstances and for all the work that you do with your congregation. God 

bless you.”  

Croydon NHS Chaplain, Reverend Andy 

•  



•  

Croydon NHS Chief Executive, Matthew Kershaw and Reverend Andy receive a cheque from Pastor 

Royston Smith, Pastor Alex Mareniuc, and Doriel Benjamin (Music Committee leader) 

If you missed the concert, you can still watch it on our YouTube channel, 

and you will also be able to see some inspiring footage of all the work that 

goes into running our Foodbank and local NHS hospital. Your continued 

support is appreciated. Going forward, if you will like to make a donation to 

our Foodbank, check out our donation page. 

Watch our Selhurst Foodbank and Croydon NHS receiving the proceeds of our 

fundraiser. 
Concert, Foodbank, Fundraiser, NHS 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5et_HKhaQa8
https://www.croydonadventist.org/donations/foodbank-community-kitchen/
https://www.croydonadventist.org/tag/concert/
https://www.croydonadventist.org/tag/foodbank/
https://www.croydonadventist.org/tag/fundraiser/
https://www.croydonadventist.org/tag/nhs/
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