Report On Future Burial Provisions in London Borough of Croydon

On the 24th of April, Faiths Together in Croydon (FTiC) held a meeting at the CVA to report back to those organisations who had responded to a survey on the issue of shortage of burial land in Croydon and the likely effect that it was going to have on those communities who used these services. The meeting which was attended by a number of organisations was well attended and the feedback of survey was presented by Kevin Pilkington Head of Bereavement Services of London Borough of Croydon.
Faced with a shortage of burial land and limited funds, Bereavement Services were seeking to maximise the usage of these resources for all faiths, denominations and residents of Croydon.  To help them achieve this, they wanted to find out the burial needs and preferences of different faith and other groups within the Borough via the Faiths Together in Croydon (FTiC) forum.

It was agreed at a meeting of the FTiC steering  group that a questionnaire be distributed to faith and group representatives on the FTiC Forum so they can liaise with members of their communities to obtain feedback.  The purpose was to  consider all questionnaire responses and use them to help inform Croydon Councils future strategies.  

Introduction:

Croydon Council currently face an extremely challenging time in Bereavement Services regarding the disposal of the dead.  There is a chronic shortage of burial space particularly in London.

New graves: In Croydon the council can only offer new graves in only one of our three cemeteries – Green lawns Memorial Park.  – Where they currently only have approx 12 -15 month supply left

Reclaimed graves:  In the other two cemeteries they can only offer reclaimed graves.  These are graves that have been purchased and buried in but still have available space, and where the last burial was at least 75 years ago but more usually 100 years ago..  No remains are disturbed in this process. The council goes through a lengthy process to contact the last known owner. This is done by letter, advertisements in the local paper and notices at all cemetery entrances.  

Re-used graves: It is also possible that the Borough may consider the re-use of graves. Like reclaimed graves the last burial will have taken place at least 75 years ago, but unlike reclaimed graves the grave does not have to have available space. The grave would be excavated to a depth of 6’6” with any remains found being removed, boxed and placed at the bottom of the grave, with future burials taking place above them.

The reclaiming and re-using processes enable graves and cemeteries to be recycled every 100 years or so providing the ultimate sustainable, environmentally friendly method of disposal for the future. 

Cremation: Currently the only alternative to burial is cremation. The number of cremations over burials have been consistently rising from the 1960’s and levelling out at approximately 70% today. An increasing level of concern around the environmental impact of the cremation process is beginning to gather momentum.  Concerns are primarily focussed around the emissions, the use of fossil fuels and general sustainability. With the increase in environmental awareness particularly relating to global warming, people may prefer to avoid cremation in the future.
The questionnaires were sent to  a number organisations in Croydon.

Completed questionnaires received from:

Croydon Mosque & Islamic Centre (CM)

               Mr Shuaib Yusaf

Muslim Association of Croydon 
(MAoC)

               Mr Tahir Begg

South Norwood Islamic Community Centre (SNICC)
Mr Iqbal Zakiuddn

Hindu Community



               Mr Kail Gunaratnam

On key issues the organisations responses were as following:

1) Does your faith or group have any specific requirements relating to burial space?


YES/NO………………………….

Croydon Mosque & Islamic Centre 

YES

Muslim Association of Croydon 


YES

South Norwood Islamic Community Centre 
YES

Hindu Community



NO ( no need to continue)

Grave Types:

2) Please detail the basis of these burial requirements:

    Please tick any that apply

Croydon Mosque & Islamic Centre (CM)


Religious

Muslim Association of Croydon (MAoC)


Religious

South Norwood Islamic Community Centre (SNICC) 
Religious

If YES please provide reasons for each requirement:

CM – This is a religious imperative & non-negotiable.

MAoC – In Islamic faith all Muslims must be buried. It is only under exceptional circumstances that they can be buried at sea

SNICC– There are special rites which need to be performed when a Muslim passes away. These are detailed in the sayings of the Prophet (peace be upon him) and also the books of Islamic Jurisprudence & Principles. In brief the deceased’s body must be washed and shrouded, then a prayer is performed and finally it must be buried.

General overview – Burial is a religious requirement for the Muslim community – cremation is not an option.

3) Regarding your requirements, if a new grave was not available would your faith or group have any issues with using the following types of grave?:

 
Yes
No

Reclaimed grave



Re-used grave



If YES, please explain why

CM 
– no, no

MAoC 
– no, no 

SNICC
– no, no

4) Please tick which comment most reflects you faith or group’s response in relation to each type of grave


   




New
Reclaimed
Re-used

Would use for any burial


x x x
      x
                   x

Would use if new graves not available

                    x x x
                   x x 

Would use if new & reclaimed graves not available


    x x x

Would not use under any circumstances




CM

MAoC

SNICC

Generally it appears that all respondents would prefer to use new graves, if not available reclaimed graves, re-used would be acceptable as a last resort.

5) What would the members of your faith or group do if no new graves were available in the Borough?

CM

Use reclaimed or re-used graves or bury the deceased elsewhere

MAoC

Use reclaimed graves or last resort re-used graves

SNICC
               Try other boroughs – Clarify 

As question 5 
Generally it appears that all respondents would prefer to use new graves, if not available reclaimed graves, re-used would be acceptable as a last resort.

6) What impact would this have on the members of your faith or group?

CM 

No comment

MAoC
They would prefer to be buried in new graves, but if no alternatives are available will settle for reclaimed.

SNICC
Not known

General overview - only comment from 1 respondent in line with comments on question 5

7) Which statement best reflects your faith or group’s view on dedicated burial areas?

Please tick one box

It is essential that we have a dedicated burial area
x x

We would prefer to have a dedicated burial area
x

We have no requirement for a dedicated burial area


CM

MAoC

SNICC

If essential or preferred, please explain why…

CM 

Religious reasons dictated

MAoC
              Muslim families normally visit graves of relatives and friends to pay respect. It would not be practical for the graves to be in different locations

SNICC
              This would facilitate the identification of graves and allow relatives to visit and say prayers

Overview – 1 respondent stated that they would prefer to have a dedicated burial area


       The other 2 state that it was essential to have a dedicated burial area.

8) What would you do if only multi-denominational plots were available in the Borough?

CM

Use them or bury elsewhere

MAoC

No choice, Muslims have to be buried

SNICC
              Would seek to obtain blocks of graves 10 – 50 at a time best case scenario

Generally – not an ideal scenario but based upon feedback received the respondents would make do – with one suggesting they would try to secure graves in multiples of 10 as a best case scenario or burying elsewhere – this could attract non-residents fees making this option considerably more expensive

9) Does your faith require graves to be aligned to any specific geographical location?   

Please tick one box

It is essential that graves are aligned to a specific geographical location
                     x x

We would prefer that graves are aligned to a specific geographical location
       x

We have no requirement for graves to be aligned to a specific geographical location


CM

MAoC

SNICC

If essential or preferred, please explain why

CM    

Religious requirement

MAoC

Graves head facing ‘Mekkah’

SNICC
               The body must be placed in the grave such that it faces the direction of prayer (towards Mekkah)

What is the impact if this requirement cannot be met?

CM    

Graves would be used as aligned

MAoC
No choice but preferred that the head should be facing the direction of ‘Makah’

SNICC
Burial would not be in accordance with Islamic principles – Clarify

General – would prefer body to face Makah – but would utilise grave if this wasn’t the case.

10) Please advise the approximate number of deaths of members of your group per annum and if possible the number of burials and cremations


Approximate number per annum

Burials


Cremations


Total


CM

40

MAoC

100

SNICC

100

Where are these burials currently taking place – Croydon are not undertaking 240 Muslim burials per annum.
